
Dear St. Francis Community,

As we reach the end of another incredible school year, I want to take a moment to celebrate all that we have
accomplished together. This year has been filled with learning, laughter, faith, perseverance, and countless
moments that reminded us what it means to be part of Naatowapoomahpis – Our Sacred Home.

Reflecting on Our Year

Our school Faith theme this year, "Open Wide the Doors," challenged us to open our hearts to Christ, to one
another, and to the many opportunities God places before us. Throughout the year, we witnessed students
and staff living this call through acts of kindness, service, compassion, leadership, and faith.

Our annual musical, Cinderella, was a tremendous success and showcased the remarkable talents of our
students and staff. It was much more than a performance, it was a celebration of creativity, teamwork, and
community. Thank you to everyone who made this production such a memorable experience.

This year also reminded us of the incredible strength and resilience of our school community. One of the
significant challenges we faced was the teacher strike, which created uncertainty for students, families, and
staff alike. Throughout this time, our community demonstrated patience, flexibility, and understanding as we
navigated an unprecedented situation together.

I want to sincerely thank our students, families, and staff for their grace, support, and commitment to ensuring
that learning continued and that our focus remained on what matters most…our students. This experience
was a powerful reminder that when we lead with faith, compassion, and a shared commitment to one another,
we can overcome challenges together and emerge even stronger as a community.

Celebrating Student Success

• Our students have continued to excel both inside and outside the classroom. Whether competing on
the field, performing on stage, creating works of art, serving others, or growing academically, our
students have represented St. Francis with pride.

• Congratulations to all of our athletic teams who competed in cross country, volleyball, hockey,
basketball, badminton, and track and field. Your dedication, teamwork, and sportsmanship were
outstanding.

• Our Fine Arts programs flourished through concerts, dance performances, visual arts, and our musical
production. Thank you to our staff who continue to provide meaningful opportunities for students to
discover and develop their gifts.

• Academically, our students demonstrated perseverance, curiosity, and growth throughout the year.
Our teachers continued to provide engaging, innovative learning experiences while supporting the
diverse needs of every learner.
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To Our Grade 9 Students 

• To our Grade 9 students, thank you for your leadership and the many ways you have contributed to 
St. Francis over the past three years. You have left your mark on our school community, and we 
know you will continue to do great things in high school. We pray that God continues to guide your 
journey and that you carry the values of faith, service, and compassion wherever you go. 

To Our Grade 7 and 8 Students 

• Thank you for your enthusiasm, kindness, and commitment to making St. Francis such a welcoming 
place. We are excited to see you continue to grow as leaders in our 
school next year. 

To Our Families 

• To the families leaving our school community, thank you for entrusting us with your children. It has 
been a privilege to walk alongside your family, and we wish you  
every blessing in the future. 

• To those returning in the fall, thank you for your continued partnership and support. Together we 
continue to make St. Francis a place where every student belongs. 

• To all of our new students and families joining us next year we are so excited to welcome you to this 
amazing school! We cannot wait for you to become part of Naatowapoomahpis – Our Sacred Home. 

Looking Ahead to 2026–2027 

As we continue to grow, we remain committed to creating the best possible learning environment for every 
student. 

Phone-Free School 

• St. Francis will continue to be a phone-free school from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Students will be expected to keep cell phones and personal electronic devices stored in their lockers 
throughout the school day and will not have access to them during instructional hours. This decision is based 
on extensive research demonstrating the positive impact that reducing phone use has on student learning, 
mental health, attention, and relationships. 

Students may bring a personal Chromebook for learning purposes. Chromebooks may be used during lunch 
only for academic purposes—not for gaming or entertainment. Meta glasses, VR headsets, and similar 
personal electronic devices are not permitted at school. 

Additional information regarding our phone-free expectations is included below.  

First Day of School:  Class lists and schedules will be available on the first day of school.                                                                             
School supply lists will be posted on our website over the summer.  

Tuesday, September 1st (Staggered Entry):    
Grade 7               8:00 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.  
Grade 8 & 9        12:15 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

 



Staffing Updates:  As another year comes to a close, we also celebrate and thank staff members beginning
new chapters.

Congratulations to Mrs. Rypien on her retirement. Thank you for your years of dedicated service to
St. Francis. Your commitment to students and Catholic education has left a lasting legacy, and we
wish you every blessing in retirement.

We also extend our gratitude and best wishes to Mrs. Skauge, Ms. Baraniecki, Mr. Baker, Mr.
Veluw, Mrs. Lloyd, Mme. Campmans as they will move to new positions in their education journey.

Mrs. Ripplinger, and Mrs. Bloor, who begins maternity leave. Thank you for your many contributions
to our school community.

We are excited to welcome several new staff members to St. Francis next year:

• Miss Baron
• Mr. Côté
• Mr. Sandham
• Mrs. Peake
• Mme. Paquette-Smith

We are also pleased to welcome four University of Lethbridge intern teachers who will be joining our learning
community next year.

Wishing You a Blessed Summer:  

As this school year comes to a close, I encourage everyone to take time to rest, reconnect with family and
friends, and enjoy God's creation. Summer provides an opportunity to recharge and reflect on the many
blessings of the past year.

Thank you to our incredible students, dedicated staff, supportive families, School Council, parish partners,
and volunteers. Your partnership, trust, and commitment continue to make St. Francis an extraordinary place
to learn, grow, and encounter Christ.

May God bless each of you with a safe, restful, and joy-filled summer. We look forward to welcoming
everyone back in September for another amazing year.

God Bless,

Mrs. Jackie Kraemer 

Principal - St. Francis Junior High School
Naatowapoomahpis – "Our Sacred Home"



This “Back to School” information is subject to change over the summer. 
Be sure to watch the SFJH website and look for newsletters in your email (later in August) for updated 
information about Back to School. 

St. Francis Junior High uses PowerSchool as its student information system.  It provides parent 
and student portals which gives users access to real-time information including attendance, 
grades and assignment descriptions and report cards.

Current St. Francis students: 2025-2026 grades will be available Friday June 30, on PowerSchool. 
For our upcoming school season PowerSchool information will not be available until Sept 2026. 

Office Hours
St. Francis school office will be closed for the summer on June 30. If you require 
assistance over the summer, please contact the Holy Spirit office at 403-327-9555. 
The St. Francis office will reopen on August 20. 

 First day back for students
First day back for students is September 1, 2026:

8:00am - 11:35am➢ Grade 7 only:  Tuesday, September 1
➢ Grade 8 & 9 only:  Tuesday, September 1 12:15pm - 3:00pm

First full day for all students: Wednesday, September 2:   8:00 am - 3:00 pm

School Supply List
St. Francis encourages families to consider the purchase of an acceptable electronic device such as a 
chromebook for their student(s) for the 2026-2027 school year.  Detailed information on acceptable 
devices as well as the school supply list is attached later in the Newsletter.

Bell Times
Bell times for the 2026-2027 school year are as follows... 

● Monday -Thursday: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm; lunch 11:35 am - 12:15 pm.
● Friday: 8:00 am - 12:30 pm

The full bell schedule is later in the Newsletter.

Options - Developmental and Investigative
All students had the opportunity to complete a Developmental Options pick sheet and return them to the office 
in June.  Students will select their Investigative Options in the first week of school in September.  

Lockers 
Each student will be assigned a locker and a lock.  
Students must use the lock provided by the school.
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Transportation
Transportation Registration forms for 2026-2027 have been emailed to eligible families.  These forms must be 
completed by June 30, 2026 to ensure transportation for September for your student.  There will be no charge 
for transportation for 2026-2027 but you must register your student before June 30.  If you did not receive 
an emailed form and feel your student is eligible for bussing or if you have any questions, please 
contact Mrs McPherson in the office at 403-327-3402. Maps/schedules will be posted on the 
Southland website mid to late August. Parents are to check the maps for their school and find the 
one that is in their neighborhood. These maps can also be found on the Division website - it links 
over to the Southland site. The school division Transportation Update is attached later in the Newsletter.

 St. Francis Website
  Check out the St. Francis website sfjh.holyspirit.ab.ca for lots of useful information:

❖ current news items ❖ upcoming events calendar ❖ bell times

❖ teacher contact information ❖ school fees information ❖ daily announcements

❖ academic information ❖ athletic calendar ❖ student handbook

Canteen
The canteen offers regular menu items including hamburgers, chicken burgers & wraps, pizza subs, hot dogs, 
nachos, muffins, cookies, chips and various beverages. There are also exciting daily specials such as cheezy 
garlic fingers on Monday, mini pizza on Tuesday, etc. The daily special menus are posted in the 
announcements each day.
Payment can be by cash, debit tap or, the easiest method is to buy prepaid canteen cards through School 
Cash Online.  Canteen cards can be purchased in increments of $20.50. Your student can then purchase items 
at the canteen by just telling the canteen staff their name and that they have money on their card. The canteen 
staff will keep track of your student’s spending and will let them know when funds are getting low.  

School Fees
Holy Spirit School Division uses School Cash Online for the payment of all 
school items such as school fees, option fees, canteen cards, club/athletic 
fees and spirit wear.  
If you have already registered for School Cash Online at another school in the Holy Spirit School Division, 
you will see the 2026-2027 St. Francis school fees in September.  If you are new to Holy Spirit, you will need 
your student’s ASN to register which can be found in PowerSchool.  
If you prefer to pay by cash or cheque you can always do so by coming into the office. 

Wildcat Athletics News
The co-curricular athletic year at St. Francis will start with cross country and volleyball and 
will continue with basketball (November), badminton (March) and track & field (May).  
Practice and game times will be posted on the St. Francis Athletic Calendar on the 
website. Be sure check it often for up to date times and last minute changes!
Volleyball tryouts will begin as soon as school starts in September! Watch the newsletter coming out in 
late August for the tryouts and first practice times for volleyball and cross country!!

SchoolCashOnline 
<!i,KEIIGDJ' 

https://sfjh.holyspirit.ab.ca/
https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/
https://holyspirit.schoolcashonline.com/
https://schoolcashonline.com/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=m78uver2otsq634hjn6dg2cf10@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Denver
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=m78uver2otsq634hjn6dg2cf10@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Denver


 

2026-2027 IMPORTANT DATES​
 (Dates may be subject to change)  

Aug 25:First Day for Staff 

Aug 28th: Opening Day Mass 

September 1:  First Day for Students - Grade 7 (AM); Grade 8 & 9 (PM) 

September 7: Labour Day (No School) 

September 11:  Teamwork Triathlon 

September 18: School Photos 

September 21: Welcome Back BBQ Evening - 6:00 PM 

September 30:  National Day for Truth and Reconciliation - No School 

 October 5:  School Opening Mass - 8:30 AM  

October 12:  Thanksgiving Holiday - No School  

October 13:  School PD Day 

October 14:  School PD Day 

October 15:  Parent Teacher Interviews, 5pm - 8pm 

October 16: Picture Retake Day 

October 19: Annual Academic Awards Night, 7:00 PM 

November 11:  Remembrance Day Holiday - No School 

November 12:  Divisional PD Day​
November 13:  School PD Day 

December 15:  Advent Mass - 12:30 PM  

December 19 - January 3:  Christmas Break  

January 25:  School PD Day  

Jan 26-29: Exam  

February 1: Semester Two Begins 

February 10:  Ash Wednesday Mass - 12:30 PM  

February 15:  Family Day Holiday  

February 16 & 17:  No School For Students 

February 18 & 19:  Teacher Convention - No school for students  

March 1: SF Showcase 

March 2-6:  Musical 

March 22:  Parent/Teacher Interviews 

March 26: Good Friday 

March 27 - April 4:  Easter Break  

April 13: Student Retreat 

April 26: School PD Day 

May 5: Marian Mass - 12:30 PM 

 May 24:  Victoria Day Holiday 

May 25: Spiritual Development Day 

June 10:  Grade 9 Farewell - 6:00 PM 

June 17: Closing Mass  

June 18 - 24:  Exam Week 

June 21:  National Indigenous People’s Day   

June 24:  Last day for students 

June 25: Last day for teachers 

 









St. Francis Junior High

Accommodation where applicable: Parents of St. Francis students 

may consider the purchase of an acceptable device for their 

student for the 2026-2027 school year. 

Multi-line scientific calculator (preferred: Texas Instrument 

Ti-30XS MultiView, Ti-34 MultiView) 

2 Boxes of Kleenex 

3-ring binders (2 is recommended) Zip closures work best 

Paper  (2 pkgs of lined, unlined, graph)

2 - 6 duo-tangs (1 per subject is recommended)

10 dividers

10 pens (blue or black)

HB pencils - at least 24, but 48 would be preferred

2 erasers

2 red pens

White out (optional)

Pencil crayons/coloured markers/white board markers

Glue stick

Scissors

Ruler

Geometry set

Dictionary/Thesaurus (optional but nice to have)

Gym strip (T-shirt/sweatshirt, shorts or sweatpants, socks, non 

marking running shoes, deodorant, a bag to store articles in) 

Day planner/Agenda

French Immersion: French Dictionary, Bescherelle (verb book), 

French/English dictionary, 2-4 duo-tangs, 2 black whiteboard 

markers

Headphones (Not Ear Buds)

Universal Supply List



















• Tablet with 9.7” screen
(minimum).  Ex: Apple iPad,
Samsung Galaxy, Lenovo Tab,
Microsoft, etc…

• Laptop with Apple OS or
Windows OS. Ex: Apple,
Samsung, Acer, Sony, Windows,
Lenovo etc…
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https://lethpolytechfitness.ca/prog
https://www.bgcyouthcentre.com/home
https://www.youthone.ca/calendar
https://lethbridgeymca.ca/programs/166
https://www.newwesttheatre.com/ed
https://thetab.ca/form/56f8b13
https://communityprograms.ulethbridge.
https://www.campcolumbus.com/


https://crowcamp.ca/
https://casalethbridge.ca/wpcontent/
https://www.lethbridgesalvationar
SABC.com
https://royalsoccer.com/summer-camp
https://serenityequestrian.com/newstudents/


https://nature.lethbridge.ca/programsand-
https://lethbridgehorticulture.org/
https://www.opokaasin.org/programsservices
https://lethbridgefriendship.ca/
https://myrecentrelethbridge.com/
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