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333 18th St. S. 
Lethbridge, Alberta T1J 3E5
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Facebook: St. Francis Junior High
Instagram & Twitter: @sfleth

Motto
"Bringing To Light The Best We Can Become"

Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Faith community dedicated to educating and fostering the growth of responsible
citizens who are lifelong learners encouraged to live and celebrate our faith.

Vision Statement
St. Francis Junior High School is a Christ-centered learning community where all achieve their potential.
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The approximately 535 students in grades 7-9 at St. Francis come from all over the city of Lethbridge, its
neighboring towns, and First Nations reserves. We are a diverse crowd! We also have a number of new
Canadians learning English in our classes. Lethbridge is a very close-knit community, and many of our
students' parents went to St. Francis, too.
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Comment on Results
● We remain close to the provincial averages in Student Learning Engagement and Education Quality.
● We lost momentum on our Parental Involvement section. Parents have commented on this section as their involvement in school activities

and have as a collective identified this question to require further clarification.

Strategies Moving Forward
● Just because we have had decent results, we cannot get complacent. We still want to improve on these results, but need to keep in mind the

things we are doing well.
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● Continued support for teachers in their professional growth and to keep having the conversations with regard to their pedagogy. 
● Continue the recognition and celebration for students academic achievements
● Engaging the parent community using different approaches in response to changing pandemic protocols (social media, email, virtual

parent evenings, bi-weekly e- newsletters, parent incentives) in order to help facilitate opportunities for increased and improved
involvement.

High-Quality instruction rooted in sound research and effective assessment practices to support growth for all learners:
● Identifying and Responding to student achievement

○ Levelled Literacy Intervention offered to all Grade 7 students
○ Introduced ‘what is needed’ class to specifically target numeracy and literacy interventions
○ Introduced a literacy intervention/extension class for all Grade 8/9 classes
○ Analyze all PAT results
○ Work with French Immersion teachers on differentiation, assessment, and instructional practice to continue providing a high

standard of French education.
● Inclusive model to ensure all learners receive high-quality instruction rooted in sound research
● Shift in pedagogy towards thinking classrooms

○ Professional Development rooted in differentiation, inclusion, and assessment (ie: Dr. Richelle Marynowski)
○ Weekly work with the Learning Coaches

● 100% of teaching staff in every grouping, department, cross-collaborative group will submit a data informed template with strategies to
improve pedagogical practice.

First Nations, Metis, and Inuit Education for all:
● Creating a Culture of FNMI for All

○ Provide ‘lived experience’ opportunities for staff and students to participate in cultural activities
■ Celebrate/witness all FNMI honour days as a school community

○ Authentic Content integration
■ Create a “sharing of resources” of cross-curricular FNMI content through Google community
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○ Use of inclusive language
○ Visual display of Resources
○ Targeted PD for staff at school site-based PD Days

● Supporting FNMI learners in achieving equitable outcomes
○ Regular meetings with both Grad Coach and FNMI family worker to foster connections.
○ Connecting with First Nations, Metis, Inuit Elder, Role Models, Societies to create connections for students and staff.
○ Development of the Grad Coach skills as a newcomer to position

Foster a culture of wellness that is foundational to support learning:
● Take steps to elevate institutional citizenship, which can only reinforce educational programming.
● Work for real academic culture change, not just effective programs. Overall campus climate matters; it has a powerful effect on this

dimension of student learning
● Demonstrate that programming to elevate civic agency can lead to higher quality education.
● Students, parents and school authorities have responsibilities for ensuring welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environments

that respect diversity and nurture a sense of belonging and a positive sense of self. When students feel like they belong at St. Francis, it
encourages them to attend, learn and succeed. These St. Francis environments are fostered on:

● healthy and respectful relationships are built and fostered
● students feel that adults care for them as a group and as individuals
● positive mental health is promoted
● values, rights, and responsibilities are respected
● support is demonstrated through collaboration, high expectations, mutual trust and caring
● diversity is respected, celebrated and understood as a strength
● expectations are clear, consistent, and regularly communicated
● consequences of unacceptable behaviour take into account the students age, maturity, and individual circumstances
● support is provided for those impacted by inappropriate behaviour as well as for those who engage in inappropriate behaviours
● children, youth and adults model positive social-emotional skills, including empathy and compassion
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Comment on Results
● Our Drop Out Rate continues to be exceptional
● Our measure that speaks to lifelong learning continues to be strong
● We have seen drops in our Program of Studies - At Risk Students, Safe and Caring, satisfaction with Program Access, School

Improvement and work preparation.
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● The drop in Program of Studies for At Risk students is due to a shift in our programming to a fully inclusive school. Cuts in funding have
also contributed to a decline in support provided for all students.

Strategies Moving Forward
● Continue to collaborate with outside organizations to support our At Risk students.
● Provide Mental Health Supports by utilizing the Mental Health Capacity Building team in classrooms and for whole school activities.
● Continue to have students voice and choice  in option classes and overall programming.
● We will promote our options that promote work preparation; Construction tech, Communications tech, Drivers Education Prep, Financial

management.
● Collaborate with community partners to provide students with opportunities to be active citizens in the workplace.
● Provide students with the tools to be active partners in their learning. Understanding what is available for them to participate in and how

this can help set them up for success.
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Comment on Results
● Overall, our student learning engagement numbers are on par with or higher than the Alberta average.
● As a staff we collaborate to make learning meaningful and relevant to all learners.
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Comment on Results
● For the most part, our greater community is satisfied with the notion that students model the characteristics of active citizenship.
● At St. Francis we will continue to celebrate students who model characteristics of active citizenship.

Page 11



School: 6481 St. Francis Junior High School

Comment on Results
● Overall, parents and students are satisfied with the overall quality of basic education.
● We will continue to use research based instructional strategies and look at current data to ensure overall quality of basic education.
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Comment on Results
● Overall, students and parents agree that St. Francis has a welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environment.
● At St. Francis we will continue to collaborate with learning teams and community partners to foster an environment where all feel safe to

learn.
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Comment on Results
● Most students would agree that students have access to the appropriate supports and services at school.
● We offer a variety of supports  and work with learning teams to provide individualized supports.
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Comment on Results
● Overall, it appears that parents and teachers would like to have more parental involvement in decisions about their child’s education.
● We will continue to collaborate with the parent council and advocate for parents to be involved as the primary educators in  their

children's education.
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Comment on Results
● Overall, parents and teachers believe that students demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary for lifelong learning.
● Lifelong learning is a priority at St. Francis. We will continue to bridge the daily learning with goal setting for future success.
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Comment on Results
● Overall, parents and students are satisfied with the opportunity for students to receive a broad program of studies including fine arts,

career technology, and health and physical education.
● We offer a wide variety of options in all areas. Student, parent and community information sharing will be a key when rolling out what

is available for students.
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Comment on Results
● Overall, it appears that parents and students believe that there needs to be a more timely program for children at risk.
● We will be more intentional with program access and make it relevant to individual student profiles.
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Comment on Results
● Overall, parents and students feel that students are safe at school, are learning the importance of caring for others, are learning respect for

others and are treated fairly in school.
● We will continue to focus on initiatives to promote a safe and caring school culture through; random acts of kindness, Mental Health

Capacity Building team, and connections club.
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Comment on Results
● Overall, parents and students believe that we could do better with the accessibility, effectiveness and efficiency of programs and services for

students in their community.
● After COVID we need to do a better job of ensuring our community is aware of the programs St. Francis has to offer.
● We are working with maintenance regarding accessibility for all students in an old building.
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Comment on Results
● Parents and students believe that their school, St. Francis, has stayed the same over the past three years.
● We have been able to maintain most of our programs at St. Francis even though we are faced with the challenge of an increase in enrollment

and a decrease in staffing.
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Comment on Results
● Overall, parents agree that students are taught attitudes and behaviours that will make them successful at work when they finish school.
● Work with Career Transitions to understand what they offer at the Junior High level for our students
● We will seek student feedback on how St. Francis can help them to feel better prepared for the workplace.
● We will allow students the opportunity to choose from a variety of options of interest.
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